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Table 1. Boards of Nursing Empowered to License Registered Nurses, Licensed Practical/Vocational Nurses, 
or Other Categories of Nursing Personnel

JD Board of Nursing RN LPN/LVN Other Specialty 
Groups

OH Ohio Board of Nursing YES YES YES

OK Oklahoma Board of Nursing YES YES YES

OR Oregon State Board of Nursing YES YES YES

PA Pennsylvania State Board of Nursing YES YES YES

RI Rhode Island Board of Nurse Registration and Nursing Education YES YES YES

SC South Carolina State Board of Nursing YES YES YES

SD South Dakota Board of Nursing YES YES YES

TN Tennessee State Board of Nursing YES YES YES

TX Texas Board of Nurse Examiners YES YES YES

UT Utah State Board of Nursing YES YES YES

VA Virginia Board of Nursing YES YES YES

VI Virgin Islands Board of Nurse Licensure YES YES YES

VT Vermont State Board of Nursing YES YES YES

WA Washington State Nursing Care Quality Assurance Commission YES YES YES

WI Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing YES YES YES
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Table 2. Registered Nurses: New in State Functions, by Jurisdiction

JD Examination Endorsement Total New in State

N % N % N %

VA 2,764 2.74% 2,498 3.04% 5,262 2.87%

VT 1,212 1.20% 802 0.98% 2,014 1.10%

WA 1,724 1.71% 1,441 1.75% 3,165 1.73%

WI 2,650 2.63% 1,312 1.60% 3,962 2.16%

WV-RN 1,033 1.02% 1,091 1.33% 2,124 1.16%

WY 204 0.20% 112 0.14% 316 0.17%
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Table 4. Total Number of Active Licenses: Registered Nurses and Licensed Practical/Vocational Nurses, by Jurisdiction

RNs LPN/VNs Total

JD N % N % N %

OH 148,661 4.35% 48,824 5.16% 197,485 4.53%

OK 35,806 1.05% 17,232 1.82% 53,038 1.22%

OR 41,096 1.20% 3,988 0.42% 45,084 1.03%

PA 201,638 5.90% 55,063 5.82% 256,701 5.88%

RI 17,623 0.52% 2,541 0.27% 20,164 0.46%

SC 42,103 1.23% 10,960 1.16% 53,063 1.22%

SD 11,700 0.34% 2,221 0.23% 13,921 0.32%

TN 68,865 2.02% 26,485 2.80% 95,350 2.19%

TX 189,727 5.55% 79,920 8.45% 269,647 6.18%

UT 18,230 0.53% 2,607 0.28% 20,837 0.48%

VA 82,437 2.41% 27,138 2.87% 109,575 2.51%

VI 275 0.01% 23 0.00% 298 0.01%

VT 11,465 0.34% 2,035 0.22% 13,500 0.31%

WA 70,483 2.06% 14,496 1.53% 84,979 1.95%

WI 71,891 2.10% 16,356 1.73% 88,247 2.02%

WV-PN 6,540 0.69% 6,540 0.15%

WV-RN 23,868 0.70% 23,868 0.55%

WY 5,845 0.17% 1,116 0.12% 6,961 0.16%
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Table 5. Number of Graduates of Foreign Nursing Programs Licenses, by Jurisdiction

JD RN Graduates of 
Foreign Nursing Programs

LPN/VN Graduates of 
Foreign Nursing Programs

AL 66 6

AR 28 1

CA 6094 0

DE 29 0

FL 835 71

HI 400 0

IA 3 0

ID 21 0

KY 122 2

LA 60 0

MA 335 0

ME 28 1

MN 749 9

MO 105 3

MP 325 28

MT 50 0

NC 171 4

ND 9 2

NH 19 0

NM 1331 5

OK 117 2

OR 147 14

PA 231 6

TX 1590 56

WV 1 10

WY 2 0

Total 12,868 220

Information provided by 26 boards
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Table 6. Summary of Licensing Activities

New In State

Registered Nurses 183,031

Licensed Practical/Vocational Nurses 61,326

Total 244,357

Active Licenses1

Registered Nurses 3,416,946

Licensed Practical/Vocational Nurses 946,260

Total 4,363,206

Graduates of Foreign Nursing Program2

Registered Nurses 12,868

Licenses Practical/Vocational Nurses 220

Total 13,088

1Includes 409,012 total number of active licenses reported in 2005 for Colorado, Georgia-PN, Indiana, Maryland, New Jersey, Rhode Island 
and Virgin Islands

2Information provided by 26 boards
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Table 8. Total Number of Active Advanced Practice/Authority to Practice Licenses Within the Member Board Jurisdictions

Abbreviation Category

Active Licenses

n %

CNM Certifi ed Nurse Midwife 6,709 4.3%

CRNA Certifi ed Registered Nurse Anesthetist 37,906 24.1%

CNS-PSYCH Clinical Nurse Specialist - Psychiatry and/or Mental Health (including 
all its subspecialties)

4,409 2.8%

CNS Clinical Nurse Specialist (all others) 8,957 5.7%

Nurse Practitioners

AC Acute Care 1,839 1.2%

AHP Adult Health 8,223 5.2%

CHP Child Health/Pediatric 5,526 3.5%

COL College Health 5 0.0%

EMR Emergency 121 0.1%

FAM Family 28,202 17.9%

FPN Family Planning 142 0.1%

GER Geriatric 1,715 1.1%

NEO Neonatal 2,267 1.4%

WOM Obstetrical and/or Gynecological and/or Women’s Health 4,845 3.1%

PSY Psychiatric and/or Mental Health 1,750 1.1%

SCH School Health 98 0.1%

NP Nurse Practitioner - no specialty designation 44,649 28.4%

Total 157,363 100.0%
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18 PART II – 2006 NCLEX® EXAMINATION STATISTICS

The results from the annual Standard Setting 3. 
Survey, which solicits the opinions of employers 
and educators regarding the competence of 
the current cohort of entry-level nurses.

Information detailing the educational readiness 4. 
of high school graduates who expressed an 
interest in nursing.

In April 1998, the passing standard for the NCLEX-RN 
examination was increased from –0.42 logits to –0.35 
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